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Government priorities 
must change in 2017 
 As 2016 draws to a close the NUT continues to press 
the case that the government has got the wrong 
priorities for education.  
The NUT priority campaigns on funding, workload and 
primary assessment highlight the areas that the 
government needs to address urgently in 2017. These are 
the concerns of both parents and teachers and are, in 
turn, leading to cuts in provision, problems in teacher 
recruitment and increased stress on children.  
Here is a quick update on the campaigns – if we can work 
together on these and build support we can make the 
government change its priorities next year. 

Funding 
Schools are already struggling to settle their budgets as a 
result of the 8% increased costs imposed by the 
government. Across the country we are seeing class 
sizes going up, support staff being cut, some courses and 
extra tuition being stopped and more.  
Although there was little mention of education in the 
autumn budget, the government will publish proposals on 
funding, which are likely to see all schools facing more 
cuts.  Please visit http://www.schoolcuts.org.uk to see 
the NUT projections on how cuts are affecting 
individual schools and to e-mail your MP. 

Primary assessment 
Justine Greening has announced a number of changes to 
the arrangements for SATs in 2017. The NUT view, and 
the view of members, is that these do not go anywhere 
near far enough to meet our concerns.  
The government is organising some roadshows next term 
as part of a consultation on assessment and we will be 
organising some activity around these. 
The NUT is calling for the 2017 tests to be cancelled and 
for a full review of primary assessment and accountability.  
We are working with an impressive range of 
organisations on a campaign called More Than A Score 
which is getting a lot of publicity and which held a very 
successful conference on December 3rd.  
Please visit www.morethanascore.co.uk which has 
some good campaigning videos and resources. 

Tackling workload  
Following the government's Workload Challenge survey in 
2014, three independent groups were established to 
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Ofsted guidance can help ring 
the changes on marking 

Ofsted has issued further advice to inspectors about 
marking – given that so much of what happens in 
schools is drive by “what Ofsted want” this can be 
used as the basis for discussing changes in schools – 
here is an extract: 
 "We must not give the impression that marking needs 
to be undertaken in any particular format and to any 
particular degree of sophistication or detail. 
There is remarkably little high quality, relevant research 
evidence to suggest that detailed or extensive marking 
has any significant impact on pupils’ learning. 
Until such evidence is available… please do not report 
on marking practice, or make judgements on it, other 
than whether it follows the school’s assessment policy. 
Do not seek to attribute the degree of progress that 
pupils have made to marking that you consider to be 
either effective or ineffective. 
Please do not make recommendations for improvement 
that involve marking, other than when the school’s 
marking/assessment policy is not being followed by a 
substantial proportion of teachers.” 

 

Moving on? 
Are you moving house or changing schools at 

the end of the year? 
Please go to www.teachers.org.uk  

click on “Members and Reps” to amend your 
NUT membership details 

 

report on, and suggest solutions to, unnecessary burdens 
associated with Marking, Planning and Data 
Management. 
We are encouraging school groups to discuss the reports 
to see how they can be used to make some changes to 
policies in schools – you can download NUT summaries at 
www.teachers.org.uk 
Posters covering the main recommendations, endorsed by 
the DfE, Ofsted and all associations representing 
teachers, are being sent to all schools. 
 
 

 


