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NUT forces a retreat 
but our fight goes on 
 NUT members should celebrate the news that Nicky 
Morgan has been forced to withdraw plans to force 
every school to become an academy by 2022.  
This retreat is a result of the widespread opposition to the 
plan and shows that, when teachers, parents and 
governors act together, we are a powerful voice. 
The NUT has played a key role in bringing together a 
coalition of parents, teachers, governors and councillors 
in a very short space of time.  
We should take confidence from the fact that our work in 
organising petitions, demonstrations and public meetings 
has had an impact. 
This is the third humiliating climbdown for the Education 
Secretary in a month – previously she has dropped 
Baseline Testing, admitting that it was flawed, and then 
had to cancel the KS1 Spelling and Grammar test after it 
was published online – she also faces growing opposition 
from parents on primary testing. 
It’s good news but our campaign is not over 
Although we have forced this change from the 
government, there are still many issues unresolved and 
threats that remain:   
• Schools still face huge budget cuts, and our terms and 
 conditions remain under threat. 
• The government still intends that all schools will 
 become academies and they intend taking on more 
 powers to force all schools in certain local authorities to 
 becomes academies. 
 In addition, the other provisions of the white paper 
 remain, including abolishing QTS, removing parent 
 governors. 
• Crucially, in terms of the NUT ballot, there are no 
 concessions in terms of protecting terms, conditions 
 and funding for teachers and other school staff.   
In light of all the above, the NUT is continuing the 
campaign against the White Paper, the continued 
threat of forced academisation of our schools and 
removal of parent voice. 
The NUT believes that every teacher should be entitled to 
decent, nationally negotiated, pay and conditions, 
regardless of whether they work in a maintained school, 
free school, academy or a sixth form college, and that 
school funding should be increased to make this possible. 
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 Everything has changed, but 
nothing has changed 

Nicky Morgan’s climbdown on forced academisation is 
a result of the huge opposition she faced. 
However, it is still the government policy to find a way 
to turn every school into an academy – here is what 
she said in her announcement last week: 
“Making every school an academy is the best way 
to ensure every child has access to a world class 
education. 
Having listened to the feedback from Parliamentary 
colleagues and the education sector, we will now 
change the path to reaching that goal.” 
So the NUT campaign to defend education must 
continue and our ballot to defend terms and conditions 
is going ahead (see below) 
 

 
 

NUT Ballot Timetable 
• The ballot commences on Monday May 23rd 
• The ballot will close on Wednesday June 22nd 
• Strike action will start with a one-day strike in 
 July  
• Further plans for strike action in the autumn term 
 will be  announced 
• Please vote YES to defend your terms and 
 conditions 

 

The Union is therefore proceeding with the ballot for 
national strike action to protect teachers' pay and 
conditions and to increase school funding.  
Press the advantage 
Kevin Courtney, NUT DGS, says, “This retreat shows that 
government policy is in tatters; we will write to Nicky 
Morgan demanding genuine consultation, negotiation and 
a change of direction. 
Our strike ballot is ON - the ballot keeps up the pressure 
and a huge turnout and YES vote increases it further.  
Nicky Morgan can avoid it - but we haven't seen evidence 
yet that she is truly listening. We have set out in our 
dispute letter what we think she needs to do.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 


