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Our children are 
more than a score 

 
The National Education Union (NEU) is joining 
together with a range of organisations to campaign 
against government proposals to introduce “Baseline 
Assessment” for four-year-old children in 2019. 
The DfE plans to introduce Baseline in 2020 with trials 
later this year and a full-scale pilot in September 2019. 
Four-year-old children will sit the test in their first weeks in 
Reception class. 
The government says that a Baseline test is required in 
order to judge the progress children have made at the end 
of primary school.  
Essentially they want to use the test results from a child in 
Reception to “hold schools to account” for their results 
seven years later in their SATs at Key Stage 2.  
The campaign group More Than A Score says, “Such a 
test will be damaging to young children. They will be 
pushed into a world of high-stakes assessment, which is 
at odds with young children’s learning and development.” 
The chief concerns of More Than A Score are outlined in 
a dossier – Baseline Assessment: Why it doesn’t add up. 
Copies of this have been sent to every school and it can 
be downloaded from www.morethanascore.org.uk 
The dossier shows that Baseline Assessment: 
•  cannot provide a valid account of the learning of four-
 year-olds 
•  cannot therefore provide a trustworthy basis on which 
 to measure progress 
•  will disrupt the important settling in period and hold back 
 the learning of many children 
•  will label children from the start of their schooling 
•  cannot justify the cost of a £10 million contract 
Note: despite the lure of a £10 million contract, for which 
many companies were eligible to bid, there was just one 
bid submitted to the DfE – and they got the contract! 
The assessment we already have 
Early assessment is important for understanding what 
children know and can do. Teachers need to understand 
children’s interests and motivations in order to support 
their learning. At present, early years teachers use a 
rounded approach based on observation of the child 
across many activities and experiences. They consider a 

Experts say Baseline tests are “ideological and inept” 
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What the experts say 
“The proposals are self-contradictory, incoherent, 
unworkable and ultimately inaccurate, invalid and 
unusable.” Early Excellence 
“If teachers are not given helpful and beneficial results 
that can help children, it’s verging on the immoral.” 
Centre for Educational Measurement, Durham 

“The accountability component dominates everything 
else and it distorts the curriculum, it distorts learning, it 
distorts children’s behaviour.” 
Harvey Goldstein, Professor of Social Statistics, 
University of Bristol 

And what Nick Gibb says, 
“The way to deal with exam stress is to make sure that 
young people take more tests early in their school 
career”. 

 

child’s well-being, and gain insights from parents and 
nursery staff. All this is well established throughout the 
Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS), starting in 
nurseries and leading seamlessly to the EYFS Profile at 
the end of reception year. 
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We stopped it in 2016 – we can do it again 
Baseline is another example of the government’s 
obsession with testing as the best way to measure 
schools, regardless of the impact on children. 
In 2016 we campaigned against similar proposals and 
we won – we want you to help us do it again, here’s 
what you can do: 
• Visit www.morethanascore.org.uk download the 
 video and dossier and sign the petition 
• Discuss it in your school group 
• Download the motion for school groups saying  that 
 you do not want to take part in the 2019 pilot 
 bit.ly/Baseline_school_motion 
• Look out for events being organised by your local 
 association. 
 
 


